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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 Wassenaar Arrangement (noun) – The Wassenaar Arrangement is an elite club of countries which subscribe to arms export 

controls, similar to the Nuclear Suppliers Group and the Missile Technology Control Regime. The body came into being in 

1996 to succeed the Cold War-era Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls. The name comes from 

Wassenaar, a suburb of The Hague (Netherlands), where the agreement to start such a multi-lateral cooperation was 

reached in 1995. The Wassenaar Arrangement has been established in order to contribute to regional and international 

security and stability, by promoting transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use 

goods and technologies, thus preventing destabilising accumulations. The aim is also to prevent the acquisition of these 

items by terrorists. (“subscribe to” means “agree with”).  

 Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) (noun) – a regional organization 

comprising seven Member States lying in the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a contiguous 

regional unity. This sub-regional organization came into being on 6 June 1997 through the Bangkok Declaration. It 

constitutes seven Member States: five deriving from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 

two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand.  

 Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) (noun) – It is a dynamic intergovernmental organisation aimed at strengthening 

regional cooperation and sustainable development within the Indian Ocean region through its 23 Member States and 9 

Dialogue Partners. The organisation was first established as the Indian Ocean Rim Initiative in Mauritius in March 1995 and 

formally launched on March 6-7 1997 (then known as the Indian Ocean Rim Association for Regional Co-operation).  

 Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) (noun) – It is a regional economic forum established in 1989 to leverage the 

growing interdependence of the Asia-Pacific. APEC’s 21 members aim to create greater prosperity for the people of the 

region by promoting balanced, inclusive, sustainable, innovative and secure growth and by accelerating regional economic 

integration.  

 India, Brazil and South Africa Forum (IBSA) (noun) – a unique Forum which brings together India, Brazil and South Africa, 

three large democracies and major economies from three different continents, facing similar challenges. All three countries 

are developing, pluralistic, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic, multi-lingual and multi-religious nations.  

 South-South cooperation (noun) – it refers to the technical cooperation among developing countries in the Global South. It 

is a tool used by the states, international organizations, academics, civil society and the private sector to collaborate and 

share knowledge, skills and successful initiatives in specific areas such as agricultural development, human rights, 

urbanization, health, climate change etc.  

 forward policy (noun) – a set of foreign policy doctrines applicable to territorial ambitions and disputes in which emphasis is 

placed on securing control of targeted territories by invasion and annexation or by the political creation of compliant buffer 

states.  

 hot springs (noun) – Hot Springs (Kyam) is the location of an Indian border checkpost operated by Indo-Tibetan Border 

Police (ITBP) in the Chang Chenmo River valley in Ladakh near the disputed border with China. It is so named because there 

is a hot spring at this location. (hot spring is generally a spring (well head) with water at temperatures substantially higher 

than the air temperature of the surrounding region and it (water) is believed to have medicinal qualities).  

 Demchok (plains) (noun) – a village and military encampment in the Indian-administered Demchok sector that is disputed 

between India and China. It is administered as part of the Nyoma tehsil in the Leh district of Ladakh by India. and claimed by 

China as part of the Tibet Autonomous Region. The Line of Actual Control (LAC) with Tibet runs on the southeast side of the 

village along the Charding Nullah and continues along the Indus River.  

 Depsang (plains) (noun) – The Depsang plains lie south of DBO (Daulat Beg Oldie post) in a strategic area that the military 

calls SubSector North (SSN). DBO is the country’s northernmost outpost where India operates an advanced landing ground to 

support its forward military deployments. The Depsang Plains are large plains that are suitable for driving armoured carriers, 

artillery and mechanised units, which is unusual at the height of about 17,000 feet above sea level. The Depsang plains are 

strategically important as it provides a flat surface amid the mountainous terrain which can be used by either of the two 

countries to launch a military offensive, similar to the Spanggur Gap in the Chushul sub-sector.  

 Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) (noun) – a group of nuclear supplier countries that seeks to contribute to the non-

proliferation of nuclear weapons through the implementation of two sets of Guidelines for nuclear exports and nuclear-

related exports. 20.Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) (noun) – The MTCR has been in place since 1987 as a 

multilateral effort to combat missile proliferation. Together, its members have set an effective international standard for 

responsible efforts to control the proliferation of missiles. Members exchange information on the licensing of exports, 

enforcement actions and best practices.  

 the Australia Group (AG) (noun) – an informal forum of countries which, through the harmonisation of export controls, 

seeks to ensure that exports do not contribute to the development of chemical or biological weapons.  
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 non-alignment (noun) – a term used for an international organization who do not want to officially align themselves with, or 

against, any major power bloc (group of countries).  

 Non-Alignment 2.0 (noun) – an attempt to identify the basic principles that should guide India’s foreign and strategic policy 

over the next decade. The views it sets out are rooted in the conviction that the success of India’s own internal development 

will depend decisively on how effectively we manage our global opportunities in order to maximize our choices—thereby 

enlarging our domestic options to the benefit of all Indians.  

 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with a narrow set of ideas) created by a group of people who believe their nation 

is superior to all others. It is also a perception of national superiority and an orientation toward national dominance- called 

chauvinism (excessive nationalism).  

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) (noun) – an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and analysing crime 

data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL). NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi and is 

part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India.  

 altruism (noun) – selflessness and concern for the well-being of others. Those who possess this quality typically put others 

first and truly care about the people around them, whether they have a personal tie to them or not; unselfishness, 

compassion, generosity, humanitarianism.  

 Good Samaritan (noun) – a compassionate, charitable, helpful person who voluntarily helps people in trouble/difficulty; 

supporter, backer, helper, patron, humanitarian, altruist, savior, friend in need.  

 National Road Safety Board (noun) – It will be set up with an aim to promote road and vehicle safety. The Board will have 

experts and professionals who will guide and advise the government on issues of road and vehicle safety. A draft notification 

has been issued by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways for establishing the National Road Safety Board. The 

proposed Board will be tasked to perform several responsibilities on road safety. The proposed Safety Board will consist of a 

Chairman and a maximum of 7 other members. It is being formed in accordance with the new Motor Vehicle Act.  

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system composed of a number of autonomous forces. Whenever the equilibrium is 

disturbed either by an outside force or by a change in one or the other elements composing the system, the system shows a 

tendency to re-establish either the original or a new equilibrium.  

 information age (noun) – digital age/computer age; a historical period that began in the mid-20th century, characterized by 

a rapid epochal shift from the traditional industry established by the Industrial Revolution to an economy primarily based 

upon information technology.  

 anthropocene (noun) – a new period/epoch in which human’s collective activities dominate the planetary mechanism; the 

period of Earth’s history during which humans have a decisive influence on the state, dynamics and future of the Earth 

system. It is widely agreed that the Earth is currently in this state.  

 marshal (noun) – The man on the Speaker’s left is the marshal. The other one is the deputy marshal. They play a key role in 

helping the Speaker run the House and are thus recruited after a rigorous process that tests their knowledge of Parliament’s 

rules and procedures.  

 soft state (noun) – a general societal “indiscipline” prevalent in South Asia and by extension much of the developing world – 

in comparison to kind of modern state that had emerged in Europe. 35.pegasus (noun) – spyware, that can hack any iOS or 

Android device and steal a variety of data from the infected device, developed by the Israeli cyber-arms firm, NSO Group.  

 coercion (noun) – it means compelling an individual to act against his/her will by the use of psychological pressure or 

physical force causing bodily injury; force/pressure, oppression, harassment, intimidation.  

 Dangerous Decade (noun) – In the context of Indian politics, the 1960s decade was labelled as the ‘dangerous decade’ when 

unresolved problems like poverty, inequality, communal and religious divisions etc. could lead to a failure of the democratic 

project or even the disintegration of the country.  

 Nineteen Eighty-Four (noun) – English novelist George Orwell’s dystopian novel “Nineteen Eighty-Four” published in 1949. 

Thematically, Nineteen Eighty-Four centres on the consequences of totalitarianism, mass surveillance, and repressive 

regimentation of persons and behaviours within society. More broadly, the novel examines the role of truth and facts within 

politics and the ways in which they are manipulated. Yet today, by some measures, Orwell’s (dystopian) world is finally 

coming into being. 2021 is the new 1984. The Ministry of Love, the Ministry of Peace, the Ministry of Plenty, and the Ministry 

of Truth are the four ministries of the government of Oceania in the 1949 dystopian novel Nineteen EightyFour, by George 

Orwell.  

 Fundamental Rights (noun) – The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the Constitution, guarantee civil rights to all 

Indians and prevent the State from encroaching an individual’s liberty while simultaneously placing upon it an obligation to 

protect the citizens’ rights from encroachment by society. Seven fundamental rights were originally provided by the 

Constitution – the right to equality, right to freedom, right against exploitation, right to freedom of religion, cultural and 

educational rights, right to property and right to constitutional remedies. However, the right to property was removed from 

Part III of the Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978.  
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 Directive Principles (noun) – Part IV of the Constitution of India (Article 36–51) contains the Directive Principles of State 

Policy (DPSP). These principles aim at ensuring socioeconomic justice to the people and establishing India as a Welfare State.  

 nation-building (noun) – nation-building is defined as a process which leads to the formation of countries in which the 

citizens feel a sufficient amount of commonality of interests, goals and preferences so that they do not wish to separate 

from each other.  

 Constitutional authority (noun) – a body of law which defines the role, powers, and structure of different entities within a 

state (country), namely, the executive, the parliament or legislature, and the judiciary. (The Governors in this context).  

 bottom-up approach (noun) – In bottom up approach, we solve smaller problems and integrate it as whole and complete 

the solution. In the topdown approach, we focus on breaking up the problem into smaller parts.  

 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (noun) – The sustainable development goals (SDGs) are a new, universal set of goals, 

targets, and indicators that UN member states will be expected to use to frame their agendas and political policies over the 

next 15 years.  

 Parliamentary Standing Committee/Parliamentary panel (noun) – it is a committee (consisting of Members of Parliament) 

constituted usually on an annual basis to enable detailed consideration/discussion on all bills (all proposed laws).  

 Parliamentary select committee (noun) – ‘parliamentary select committee’ can be formed for a specific purpose, for 

instance, to deliberate on a particular bill. Once the Bill is disposed of, that select committee ceases to exist.  

 Bill (noun) – A Bill is a draft statute that becomes law after it is passed by both the Houses of Parliament and assented to by 

the President. All legislative proposals are brought before Parliament in the forms of Bills.  

 voice vote (noun) – a voice vote involves the speaker putting a question to the house and then asking the house to put 

forward its opinion in the forms of ayes (yes) or noes. Based on a rough measure of which side was louder, the speaker 

decides if the motion was passed or fell through.  

 core sectors/industries (noun) – the eight industries comprising electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, coal, cement, 

natural gas and fertilizers are classified as core sector industries.  

 IHS Markit (noun) – it is a global leader in information, analytics and solutions for the major industries and markets that 

drive economies worldwide. It partners with clients in business, finance and government to help them see the big picture 

with unrivaled insights that lead to wellinformed, confident decisions.  

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly business survey data provided by 

IHS Markit. The monthly data are derived from surveys of senior executives at private sector companies. PMI data is used for 

accurate and timely insight into the health of a particular economy. The PMI data are used by financial and corporate 

professionals to better understand where economies and markets are headed, and to uncover opportunities.  

 Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment GuaranteeAct/Scheme (MGNREGA), 2005 (noun) – an Indian labour law and 

social security measure that aims to guarantee the ‘right to work’. It aims to enhance livelihood security in rural areas by 

providing at least 100 days of wage employment in a financial year to every household whose adult members volunteer to 

do unskilled manual work.  

 Nyuntam Aay Yojana/Minimum Income Support Programme(NYAY) (noun) – a proposed social welfare program by the 

Indian National Congress in its 2019 general election manifesto. It promised that the party, if voted to power in the 2019 

Indian general election, would enact a law under which it would distribute cash to the bottom 20 percent of India’s families 

in terms of wealth, as a minimum guarantee programme.  

 PM Kisan (Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi) scheme (noun) – an initiative by the government of India in which all 

farmers will get up to ₹6,000 per year as minimum income support.  
 microfinance (noun) – microcredit, micro-banking, micro-lending; the extension of very small loans (microloans) with no 

collateral, to impoverished borrowers in rural or undeveloped areas (or) a form of financial service which provides small 

loans and other financial services to poor and low-income households.  

 Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance (noun) – In June 2021, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) published a 

“Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance”. It was published for harmonising (coordinating) the regulatory 

frameworks for various regulated lenders in the microfinance space.  

 non-banking financial company (NBFC) (noun) – a company incorporated under the Companies Act 2013 or 1956 which is 

engaged in the business of loans and advances, acquisition of stocks, equities, debt etc issued by the government or any 

local authority. The main objective of this type of a company is to accept deposits under any scheme or manner.  

 microfinance institution (MFI) (noun) – a financial company that provides small loans to people who do not have any access 

to banking facilities.  

 Non-Banking Financial Company-Micro Finance Institution(NBFC-MFI) (noun) – An NBFC-MFI is defined as a non-deposit 

taking NBFC (other than a company licensed under Section 25 of the Indian Companies Act, 1956) that fulfils some 

conditions.  

 Small Finance Banks (SFBs) (noun) – a specific segment of banking created by RBI under the guidance of Government of 

India with an objective of furthering financial inclusion by primarily undertaking basic banking activities to un-served and 
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underserved sections including small business units, small and marginal farmers, micro and small industries and unorganized 

entities. Like other commercial banks, these banks can undertake all basic banking activities including lending and taking 

deposits.  

 competitive force (noun) – It defines five major forces that have a relation with the organization and that determine the 

structure of the industry and its profitability. The forces are competitors, suppliers, buyers, new entrants, and substitute 

products.  

 Malegam Committee (noun) – Y H Malegam was appointed Chairman of the famous Malegam Committee (Sub-Committee 

of the RBI Central Board of Directors) set up to study issues and concerns in the MFI Sector. The committee, headed by 

Reserve Bank’s Central Board Director Y. H. Malegam, pitched for creation of a separate category of non-banking financial 

companies (NBFC-MFI) for the micro finance sector. Based on the recommendations of the Malegam Committee, a new 

regulatory framework for NBFC-MFIs was introduced in December 2011.  

 Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) (noun) – the groundlevel co-operative society that helps on credit to the 

farmers for the various agricultural and farming activities by providing agricultural, short-term, and medium-term purpose 

loan requirements to its members, and it majorly focuses on gram panchayath and village level farmers.  

 Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME) (noun) – MSME stands for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise (MSME), 

introduced by Government of India in agreement with Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises Development (MSMED) Act, 

2006. It includes Enterprises engaged in the manufacture or production, processing or preservation of goods & Enterprises 

engaged in providing or rendering of services with some specific requirements.  

 Boost nature-positive production (noun) – Nature-positive food production is about rethinking how we evaluate and then 

transform food systems to incentivize a shift away from these often-hidden negative impacts and promote food systems that 

provide hidden positive benefits. (Intensive agriculture has environmental and economic downsides. These include nutrient 

pollution from fertilizer run-off, increased risks of animal and human disease spread, biodiversity loss due to monoculture 

and the removal of trees and hedgerows, soil degradation, and greenhouse gas emissions).  

 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) (noun) – a specialized agency of the United Nations that leads international efforts 

to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. Its Latin motto, fiat panis, translates to “let there be bread”. It was 

founded in October 1945.  

 World Food Programme (WFP) (noun) – it is the food-assistance branch of the United Nations and the world’s largest 

humanitarian organization focused on hunger and food security. Founded in 1961, it is headquartered in Rome. It is the 

leading humanitarian organization saving lives and changing lives, delivering food assistance in emergencies and working 

with communities to improve nutrition and build resilience.  

 International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) (noun) – The International Fund for Agricultural Development 

(IFAD) is an international financial institution and a specialized agency of the United  Nations dedicated to eradicating 

poverty and hunger in rural areas of developing countries.  

 food security (noun) – food security is a situation that exists when all people, at all times, have physical, social and economic 

access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy 

life.  

 Animal Husbandry (noun) – the branch of agriculture concerned with the rearing (breed/raise) and care of animals that are 

raised for food, fibre or other purposes of benefit to humans.  

 National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) (noun) – An Act to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle 

approach, by ensuring access to adequate quantity of quality food at affordable prices to people to live a life with dignity and 

for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. It is an Act of the Parliament of India which aims to provide 

subsidized food grains to approximately two thirds of India’s 1.2 billion people.  

 Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) (noun) – In June, 1997, the Government of India launched the Targeted Public 

Distribution System (TPDS) with focus on the poor. Under the PDS, States were required to formulate and implement 

foolproof arrangements for identification of the poor for delivery of foodgrains and for its distribution in a transparent and 

accountable manner at the (fair price shop) FPS level.  

 Public Distribution System (PDS) (noun) – The Public Distribution System (PDS) in the country facilitates the supply of food 

grains and distribution of essential commodities to a large number of poor people through a network of Fair Price Shops at a 

subsidized price on a recurring basis. With a network of more than 400,000 Fair Price Shops (FPS), the Public Distribution 

System (PDS) in India is perhaps the largest distribution machinery of its type in the world.  

 Mid-Day meals (MDM) (noun) – The Mid-Day Meal Scheme was started in India on 15 August 1995 as ‘National Programme 

of Nutritional Support to Primary Education (NP-NSPE)’. It was renamed as ‘National Programme of Mid Day Meal in Schools’ 
in October 2007, also known as the Mid-Day Meal (MDM) Scheme. The objectives of the Mid-Day Meal (MDM) programme 

is to enhance school enrolment and attendance, and simultaneously improve nutritional levels among children.  
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 Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS) (noun) – a government programme/scheme in India which provides food, 

preschool education, primary healthcare, immunization, health check-up and referral services to children under 6 years of 

age and their mothers.  

 United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS) (noun) – Under the leadership of UN Secretary-General António Guterres, 

the UN Food Systems Summit (UNFSS), held during the UN General Assembly in New York on September 23, 2021. It will 

serve as a historic opportunity to empower all people to leverage the power of food systems to drive our recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic and get us back on track to achieve all 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030.  

 dietary diversity (noun) – It is defined as the number of different foods or food groups consumed over a given reference 

period. It is a strong predictor of micronutrient adequacy and overall diet quality.  

 food surplus (noun) – due to the overproduction of food in agricultural production processes, excessive amounts of 

agricultural products imported by a government, weather effects, and market prices impacting farmers’ decisions in terms of 

crop choice, there is a post-harvest oversupply, and uneaten vegetables and fruits are discarded before arriving at suppliers, 

food processing plants, restaurants, and consumers.  

 POSHAN Abhiyaan (or) National Nutrition Mission (noun) – Government of India’s flagship programme to improve 

nutritional outcomes for children, pregnant women and lactating mothers.  

 food supply chain (noun) – a food supply chain or food system refers to the processes that describe how food from a farm 

ends up on our tables. The processes include production, processing, distribution, consumption and disposal.  

 trust deficit (noun) – lack of trust (on authorities-from societal point of view). Situations with low levels of trust are not 

supportive and often counterproductive. People feel vulnerable and look at each other with suspicion. As a result, they are 

less open, since they fear that they will not be fairly treated by the other side.  

 Farm Acts, 2000 (noun) – Farm Acts, 2000 refer to three agricultural bills passed by Indian Parliament in September 2020. 

The three acts are “The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) allows 

farmers to sell their harvest outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any 

State taxes or fees”, “the Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services Act, 

2020 facilitates contract farming and direct marketing”, and “the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 deregulates 

the production, storage, movement and sale of several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onion, 

except in the case of extraordinary circumstances”.  

 Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion andFacilitation) Act, 2020 (FPTC Act) (noun) – it allows farmers to sell 

their harvest outside the notified Agricultural Produce Market Committee (APMC) mandis without paying any State taxes or 

fees.  

 Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on PriceAssurance and Farm Services Act (noun) – it facilitates 

contract farming and direct marketing.  

 the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020 (noun) – it deregulates the production, storage, movement and sale of 

several major foodstuffs, including cereals, pulses, edible oils and onion, except in the case of extraordinary circumstances.  

 Minimum Support Price (MSP) (noun) – it is a form of market intervention by the Government of India to give guaranteed 

price and assured market to the farmers and protect them from the price fluctuations and market imperfections. The 

guaranteed price and assured market are expected to encourage higher investment and in the adoption of modern farming 

practices.  

 natural gas (noun) – Natural gas (also called fossil gas) is a naturally occurring hydrocarbon gas mixture consisting primarily 

of methane, but commonly including varying amounts of other higher alkanes, and sometimes a small percentage of carbon 

dioxide, nitrogen, hydrogen  sulfide, or helium. Methane makes up 70-90% of natural gas. Natural gas is formed from the 

remains of plants and animals.  

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (noun) –  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 

the leading  international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide the world with a clear scientific 

view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts.  

 National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) (noun) – The  National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), headed 

by the  Prime Minister of India, is the apex body for Disaster Management in  India. Setting up of NDMA and the creation of 

an enabling environment for institutional mechanisms at the State and District levels is mandated  by the Disaster 

Management Act, 2005.  

 India Meteorological Department (IMD) (noun) – an agency under  the Ministry of Earth Sciences of the Government of 

India which is  responsible for meteorological observations, weather forecasting and  seismology. It has the responsibility for 

forecasting, naming and distributing warnings for tropical cyclones in the Northern Indian Ocean region, including the 

Malacca Straits, the Bay of Bengal, the Arabian Sea and the Persian Gulf.  
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 long period average (LPA) (noun) – LPA is the average rainfall  received by the country as a whole during the south-west 

monsoon, for a 50-year period. The current LPA is 88 cm, based on the mean (average) rainfall over the years 1951 and 

2000.  

 global warming (noun) – it is the unusually rapid increase in Earth’s  average surface temperature over the past century 

primarily due to the  greenhouse gases released as people burn fossil fuels.  

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) (noun)  – The 26th session of the Conference of the Parties 

(COP26) of the UN  Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is expected to  take place from 01-12 November 

2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 summit will bring parties together to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris 

Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.  

 climate science (noun) – it investigates the structure and dynamics of  earth’s climate system. It seeks to understand how 

global, regional and local climates are maintained as well as the processes by which they change over time.  

 anti-malaria vaccine (noun) – The World Health Organization  recommends widespread use of the RTS,S/AS01 (RTS,S) 

malaria  vaccine among children in sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with  moderate to high P. falciparum malaria 

transmission. The recommendation is based on results from the ongoing pilot programme in Ghana, Kenya and Malawi that 

has reached more than 800 000 children since 2019.  

 P. falciparum (noun) – the most deadly of the human malaria parasites.  (Malaria is a life-threatening disease caused by 

parasites that are transmitted to people through the bites of infected female Anopheles mosquitoes. It is preventable and 

curable. There are 5 parasite species that cause malaria in humans, and 2 of these species – Plasmodium falciparum and 

Plasmodium vivax – pose the greatest threat).  

 The European Medicines Agency (EMA) (noun) – a decentralised  agency of the European Union (EU) responsible for the 

scientific evaluation, supervision, and safety monitoring of medicines in the EU.  

 receptor (noun) – a region of tissue which reacts particularly to antigens or others (heat, light etc.). (antigens -disease 

causing organisms (bacteria & viruses) and other harmful/toxic foreign substances like insect venom).  

 condensed matter system (noun) – this explores the macroscopic and microscopic properties of matter. Condensed Matter 

physicists study how matter (substance) arises from a large number of interacting atoms and electrons, and what physical 

properties it has as a result of these interactions.  

 spin glass (noun) – a type of metal alloy with radical (strange/unusual) magnetic properties. a new kind of magnet in which 

some pairs had atomic magnets aligned while others were randomly antialigned. They called the new class of magnet a “spin 

glass” because the disordered orientation of magnetic behavior was thought to be analogous (comparableequivalent) to the 

disorder in glass crystals. (A physical and mathematical model (developed by Nobel laureate Giorgio Parisi) that solved a 

puzzle about how frustrated spins could coexist in the material. The structures he discovered in spin glasses were so 

fundamental that they shaped research in many fields, from biology to machine learning).  

 replica symmetry breaking (RSB) (noun) – According to the spin theory, identical systems under identical conditions may 

reach different states. This effect is known as “replica symmetry” breaking.  

 catalysis (noun) – the process by which a substance (catalyst) speeds up a chemical reaction without being consumed or 

altered in the process. (a catalyst increases a chemical reaction’s rate but itself emerges unchanged from the reaction).  

 organocatalysis (noun) – a form of catalysis in which the rate of a chemical reaction is increased by an organic catalyst. 

Organic catalyst consists of nonmetal elements such as carbon, hydrogen and sulfur.  

 asymmetric organocatalysis (noun) – it is an efficient, “precise, cheap, fast and environmentally friendly” way to develop 

new molecules using a simple yet novel (new) concept of catalysis. Asymmetric organocatalysis  is an ‘elegant tool’ that is 

‘simpler than one could ever imagine. Its discovery has allowed chemists to think of new and different way of putting 

together molecules.  

 handedness (noun) – chirality; a different phenomenon relating to the ability to classify chiral objects/molecules into right-

handed and lefthanded objects/molecules. (The term ‘chiral’, from the Greek word for ‘hand’, refers to anything which 

cannot be superimposed on its own mirror image. An “achiral” object/molecule is identical with (superimposable on) its 

mirror image. Most substances relevant to biology are chiral, such as carbohydrates (sugars, starch, and cellulose), the 

amino acids that are the building blocks of proteins, and the nucleic acids).  

 right-handed molecule (noun) – The “right” and “left” properties of molecules derive from the fact that carbon atoms can 

form bonds with four other atoms in such a way that if the four atoms attached to the carbon atom are different, it is 

possible to draw two versions of the resulting three-dimensional molecule that are mirror images of each other. These are 

the right and left versions of a simple “chiral” compound. They are exactly alike in every property except that they rotate 

plane-polarized light to the right or left, respectively. Interestingly, the two versions (of a molecule) with handedness are 

chemically identical but not interchangeable, just like our hands where a right-hand glove cannot fit the left-hand glove. 

Chiral molecules are widespread in biological systems, which for unknown reasons prefer one-handedness over the other: 

living organisms on Earth exclusively use left-handed amino acids and right-handed sugars.  
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 proline (noun) – An amino acid that is found in most proteins and is a major constituent of collagen. (Collagen is a protein 

that serves as one of the main building blocks for your bones, skin, hair, muscles, tendons, and ligaments).  

 

IDIOMS & PHRASES 
 leave no stone unturned – to do every (single) thing 

possible in order to achieve something; not give up, be 

persistent, be determined.  

 move/shift the goalposts – to change the 

rules/conditions.  

 call the shots – to be the person who commands/controls 

a situation or course of action; be in charge, be the boss, 

be in the driving seat.  

 at a crossroads – at a situation when an important 

decision ought to be made.  

 in the reckoning – in a position to be successful (some 

time in the future).  

 on one’s doorstep – literally meaning “very close to 

someone”; by extension, it means “as someone’s 

responsibility”.  

 set alarm bells ringing – make someone feel worried 

about something.  

 on the cusp of – a point where something will change 

from one state to another.  

 keep/hold/put something in abeyance – suspend, put off, 

discontinue, dissolve, terminate.  

 call a spade a spade – call/say something “as it is”; 

speak/say the truth directly/straightforwardly even if it is 

an embarrassing or unpleasant one).  

 stands to reason – it is obvious, it is logical, it is sensible, it 

is understandable.  

 (to) the exclusion of – in order to exclude something 

stated/described.  

 strike a chord – cause someone to remember something 

related to him/her in a certain way; arouse an emotional 

feeling to something (either positively or negatively).  

 under/in the guise of – under the pretence or 

outward/external appearance of something; posture, 

semblance, (false) show/display.  

 a shot in the arm – (figuratively) boost, fillip, stimulus, 

impetus, encouragement; (literally) an injection of drugs.  

 get out of one’s way – to avoid 

irritating/upsetting/annoying someone.  

 lead the pack – to be more successful than others.  

 take something on board – understand, comprehend, 

work out, fathom out.  

 get back on track – to return to the right direction (after a 

problem).  

 lay the blame on someone – to blame someone for 

something.  

 in turn – in succession, sequentially.  

 It is clear that – clearly.  

 on account of – because of, owing to, due to, by virtue of.  

 hold the key – to have control over something.  

 in view of – taking into consideration/account, bearing in 

mind, because of, as a result of.  

 in terms of – with regard to, regarding/concerning, in 

connection with.  

 make sense – be accepted, be convincing, hold up, prove 

true.  

 under way – in progress, happening, occurring, taking 

place.  

 and the like – etc., and similar things; et cetera.  

 the way forward – something (a plan/action) that leads to 

success in the future.  

 make public – announce, release, publish.  

 take into account – consider, take into consideration, have 

regard to, reckon with.  

 put in place – establish, set up, create/form.  

 after all – most importantly, above all, beyond everything.  

 come as no surprise – something which is not surprising 

someone, but is as expected one.  

 the heart of – the most important part of.  

 just in time – on time, punctual, promptly, at the critical 

moment.  

 take by surprise – surprise, shock, stun.  

 on the ground – in a situation/place where things are 

happening really/practically.  

 on balance – overall, all in all, all things considered, taking 

everything into account, by and large.  

 in the face of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of; 

when confronted with.  

 rather than – instead of.  

 drag on – continue, persist, linger, carry on.  

 on the other hand – as an alternative, as another option.  

 make headway – make progress, advance, proceed, get 

ahead.  

 in the light of – considering, taking into account, keeping 

in mind.  

 thanks to – as a result of, owing to, due to, because of.  

 by itself/oneself – alone.  

 take one’s own life – kill oneself.  

 under the shadow of – in danger of something.  

 as well as – and also, and in addition.  

 short of – less than.  

 at the cost of – by sacrificing/losing/giving up something.  

 in addition – as well as, additionally, moreover.  

 be a far cry from – to be entirely different from 

something.  

 in short – briefly, in essence.  

 in line with – in accordance with.  

 contrary to – conflicting with, opposed to.  

 in place – established.  

 at the mercy of – under the control of, under the heel of, 

in the power of, controlled/dominated by.  

 in spite of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of.  
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 among other things – used to indicate that there are 

several more things like the one mentioned, but that you 

do not intend to mention them all.  

 go awry – not happen as planned.  

 all in all – all things considered, on the whole.  

 no longer – not anymore.  

 take for granted – understand, assume, presume 

(something is true without cross-questioning it); For 

example, if people take something for granted, they do 

not place much value on it. Or you believe it to be true, 

real or expected.  

 take for granted – fail to appreciate or value/be thankful 

to (someone/something).  

 take advantage of – make use of, utilize, put to use, use, 

benefit from, capitalize on, draw on.  

 window of opportunity – a short period of time in which 

one has a chance to do/achieve something; lucky chance, 

good time, golden opportunity, suitable time/moment, 

opportune occasion.  

 in a hurry – in a rushed/quick/hurried manner.  

 at sea – confused, perplexed, puzzled.  

 more so – to a greater degree; to a greater extent.  

 for instance – as an example.  

 in sum – in short, briefly, in brief, to sum up, in a nutshell, 

to come to the point, in essence.  

 in one’s tracks – where something is at the time; 

suddenly.  

 by no means – not at all, in no way, certainly not, 

absolutely not, definitely not.  

 get a handle on – to find a way of understanding/dealing 

with/controlling something (a person/ situation).  

 bring to a close – conclude, close.  

 in the long line – in a large group of (people).  

 of interest – interesting, exciting, engaging; attracting 

(attention).  

 on the one hand – it is used to introduce the first of two 

contrasting different, points, facts, or ways of looking at 

something. It is always followed later by “on the other 

hand” or ‘on the other’.  
 as to – concerning, with respect to, on the subject of, as 

regards.  

 draw close – approaching, forthcoming.  

 matter of concern – something which causes worry.  

 in any case – moreover, anyhow, anyways, at any rate, 

whatever happens.  

 move forward – make progress/strides; proceed, advance, 

improve.  

 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this point.  

 draw attention to – to make someone notice something; 

emphasize, highlight, underscore; focus on.  

 in favour of – in support of, to the advantage of, approve 

of.  

 law and order – lawfulness peacefulness, harmony (of a 

society).  

 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 lock in – get involved in a tough situation.  

 call on – request, appeal to, ask, urge.  

 predicate on/upon – base, be dependent, found, premise.  

 break down – fail, collapse, come to nothing, founder, fall 

through, be unsuccessful.  

 write off – regard someone or something as finished and 

will not be useful/successful; consider 

someone/something as unimportant/insignificant; 

disregard, ignore, dismiss.  

 own up – confess to, admit to, accept responsibility, 

acknowledge.  

 lead up to – precede, come/go before, pave the way for; 

be the cause/reason of something.  

 feed on – exist on, subsist on, rely on, depend on, thrive 

on.  

 mow down – knock down (with a vehicle).  

 rush through – to deal with/act on something very quickly.  

 do away with – get rid of, discard, remove, eliminate, 

discontinue, cancel.  

 roll out – launch, introduce, organize, inaugurate 

(something officially).  

 tick off – mark an item in a list as dealt with.  

 arise out – happen as a result of; result, ensue, stem from.  

 come up with – produce, introduce, put forward, present.  

 live up to – satisfy, fulfil, achieve, meet.  

 take on – compete against, oppose, challenge, confront, 

pit oneself against, vie with, stand up to.  

 put up – display, present, put forward.  

 stay away from – avoid, not get involved in.  

 throw up – give up, abandon, relinquish.  

 take up – become involved in, become interested in, 

engage in; accept a challenge.  

 set up – form, create, establish.  

 turn out – happen, develop, end (in a specific way).  

 give up – stop, discontinue, renounce, forgo, abandon.  

 end up – finish up, turn up, come/appear, find oneself (to 

a particular course of action in the end).  

 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, demand.  

 result in – cause, bring on, bring about.  

 bring down – decrease, reduce, lower.  

 put on – organize something.  

 grow up – (of a person) to develop into an adult.  

 account for – constitute, comprise, form, represent.  

 stand on – be careful/attentive in observing something.  

 go on to – last, continue, carry on, proceed; happen, 

occur.  

 spell out – explain, make clear, elucidate/clarify.  

 stay on – continue to be in a place & work / do something 

after others have relocated / displaced.  
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